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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-11, 19, 26-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ring 
et al '400. 

Ring et al '400 teach cellulose is obtained from a motionless medium, repeatedly washed in 
water to a ratio of about 1:90 cellulose: water (column 5 lines 6-19). Drying and reconstitution 
to 5 % liquid content is specified (column 6 lines 1-4). Cutting to any desired size is disclosed 
(column 3 lines 49-51). Example 8 discloses 2% cellulose in water in a membrane prior to 
immersion in petrolatum. As to the claimed donation, such a property must be possessed by the 
anticipatory composition because it is the same as that claimed. 

Applicants argue that the 1 :90 ratio is outside of the claimed "about 1 : 100 to about 
1 :500" range. However, applicants do not define "about". The prior art ratio is ten percent 
larger than the lower range claimed. Applicants also argue that example 2 teaches 18% 
cellulose. However, example 7 teaches 3.8% cellulose and example 8 teaches 2% cellulose. 
The Damian declaration to which applicants refer is not of record. Applicants appear to be 
referring to examples 4, 5, 7, and 8 in Ring et al. However, the examiner notes that in example 
8, the membrane, reconstituted with water prior to immersion in melted petrolatum, contains 2% 
cellulose in water without a coating of petrolatum. 
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Claims 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 35 line 2, do applicants intend "greater"? Applicants claim a range of 1 .5-6% 
cellulose and a donation of liquid greater than 70%. However, figure 1 indicates that, at 6% 
cellulose, donation is less than 70%. There appears to be a contradiction. 

No claims allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Webman whose telephone number is 571-272-0633. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Richer, can be reached on 571-272-0646. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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